CITY OF MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN
FACADE IMPROVEMENT GRANT

GUIDELINES &
APPLICATIONS

MISSION

As part of its effort to invest in projects that promote and use design for revitalization and
economic redevelopment, the City of Muskegon believes the funds through the Fagade
Improvement Grant program will stimulate property owners and long-term leasees to
improve the physical appearance of their place of business.

TERMS

The Fagade Improvement Grant requires a match of 1 to 1 with a maximum grant of
$5,000 for each application per year. The grant is an incentive and should not be
considered to fund the entire fagade improvement project in full. This is a
reimbursement-oriented program to ensure that proposed work is done appropriately
and consistent with the character of the neighborhood.

ELIGIBILITY

Priorities shall be given to projects that:

=  Promote facade design that is consistent with the time period during which the
structure was built, if the structure is located within an established historic district. All
other eligible commercial structures shall create a positive visual impact. A large
portion of the grant shall be applied to improvements for the first floor elevation, more
particularly to opening up storefronts, where feasible.

= Coordinate with other projects in proximity and/or adjacent for coherence,
compatibility, rnythm, proportion, balance, and scale. For projects along Getty
Street, they must also meet the design criteria stipulated in the Getty Street Corridor
Study; and for projects that are within an historic district or has historic significance,
they must meet the Muskegon Historic Preservation Design Guidelines.

= Promote fagade designs that contribute to and improve the aesthetics of the building
as well as the area where it is located. Landscaping and parking lot improvements
are encouraged but they are not eligible. Aesthetics in this case shall not only
include window or door replacement but may include the following fagade design
enhancement: installation of awnings, accent wall finish, picture windows, elaborate
entrance, appropriate plant boxes, etc. Proposals for fagade improvements that are
predominantly finished with vinyl siding, inappropriate materials or materials that are
not permanent in nature, and proliferation or continuation of non-conforming status,
will not be considered. Buildings that incorporate stone or brick fagade finish, or
other architectural materials to enhance the appearance of the building, will be
considered more favorably.

= Have evidence of financial resources substantial enough to implement the proposed
fagade improvements; or the ability to secure financing through a local bank within
30 days from date of grant application approval.






