
News and events from the Muskegon Main Street Progr am 
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Muskegon Main Street News 
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Muskegon Main Street 
Advisory Board 

 

Jerry Bayak 
Cathy Brubaker-Clarke 
Jim Edmonson 
Chris McGuigan 
Maris Meyers 
Cindy Morat-Larsen 
Roger Morgenstern 
Sarah Rooks 
Clara Shepherd 
Larry Spataro 
Tim Vanderhaar 
Steve Vaughan, chair 
Steve Wisneski 
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Muskegon Main Street Market Study Released 

   On June 22 at noon, a public presentation of a market study of 
the downtown Muskegon commercial district was delivered by 
Main Street staff and national Main Street consultants at the 
GVSU Lake Michigan Center. The consultants were contracted 
as part of a technical assistance package provided by the  Michi-
gan Main Street program of the Michigan Economic Develop-
ment Corporation. The report presented was the culmination of a 
four month process that began in February and gathered input 
from over 400 community participants. Data was gathered though 
a public forum, conversations with Main Street business owners, a consumer 
survey, and the procurement of data from proprietary vendors. With the Main 

Street program in its third year of existence this 
product serves as a valuable tool for Main Street 
staff to better understand the conditions impact-
ing the Main Street Area’s economic perform-
ance. In addition the study was able to identify 
potential business development opportunities, 
with an emphasis on downtown business reten-
tion, expansion and recruitment strategies. 
Highlights of the study included the fact that  an 

additional 80-100 housing units, of various styles, will be in demand by 2009. 
On the business development side, market study findings provided general di-
rection for various business types that should be candidates for expansion and 
recruitment to the Main Street District. High on the list suggested to fill the 7 - 
15,000 sq ft of demand that exists are eating and drinking places and specialty 
retail. The report concluded with an analysis of how the four point Main Street 
approach should be directed in view of the market study results. 
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DATE:  Saturday, July 9th 
TIME:  9:00 am—2:00 pm 
PLACE: Western Avenue between 4th & 7th 

The Main Street Car Show features hundreds of classic cars 
lining the streets of downtown Muskegon. Cars will be com-
peting in over 20 classes and for Best in Show. Come on 
down and join in the fun! 
 
We need volunteers to make this event a success. If you are willing to volunteer , please con-
tact Dan Rinsema-Sybenga @ 724-3180.  

http://downtownmuskegon.org 

For more information on the Muskegon Main Street program, contact Dan at (231) 724-3180 or visit our website (downtownmuskegon.org) 
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Muskegon Main Street  Business 
Members 

Muskegon Summer Celebration 
Holiday Inn Muskegon Harbor 
Details & Design by Mary Kaye 
Muskegon County Museum 
Hackley Public Library 
Catholic Social Services 
Frauenthal Center for the Performing 
Arts 
Radiology Muskegon 
Drs. Gundersen & Zuker 
Neighborhood Investment Corporation 
Coastline Deli 
Muskegon Museum of Art 
St. Pauls Episcopal Church  
Consumers Energy 
Muskegon Construction Company 
Strategic Enterprises 
Muskegon Community Health Project 
and Lakeshore Lung 
United Way of Muskegon County 
Muskegon Heritage Assocation 
Waterstone Insurance Agency 
Michigan Mayhem 
Watermark Center 
Representative David Farhat 
Muskegon Fury Hockey 
Racquets Downtown Grill  
Westshore Occupational Health Center  
 

If your business or organization 
would like to become a Main Street 
member contact us. Individual 
memberships are also available. 
  
Muskegon Main Street Supporters 
 
Community Foundation for                    
 Muskegon County 
Neighborhood Investment  
      Corporation 
City of Muskegon 
Muskegon Area Chamber  
    of Commerce 
Muskegon Area First 
Michigan Economic Development 
      Corporation 

Spring Cleaning a success 

70 volunteers made the 2nd annual Main 
Street Cleanup a success again this year. 
The volunteers gathered at 9:00 a.m. on 
May 20 in Hackley Park and dispersed to 
tackle various projects within the Main 
Street District. Members of the Whitehall 
Activities Club took responsibility for the 
Third St. corridor and picked up trash and 
pulled weeds from the storefronts and parking lots along the street. Rep-
resentatives of Lowe’s took on the planters in front of the Hackley Li-
brary and after cleaning them up, called for flowers from the their retail 
location, which were promptly planted and now adorn the library en-
trance.  
 
Friends of the Frauenthal were busy 
cleaning the streetscape along Third 
Street in front of the Frauenthal. They 
also ventured into the parking lots which 
lay across the street and cleaned up debris 
and picked weeds. A third grade class 
from McLaughlin Elementary were as-
signed the City parking lot across from 
Walker arena and made quick work of the weeds and leaves that they 
came across. The employees of Details and Design took on the Western 
end of W. Western and spruced up the shops and residences. 
After all the hard work was done the volunteers enjoyed a lunch pro-
vided by G & L Chili Dogs, and Plumb’s. All in all, a great time with a 
diverse group of volunteers all committed to making the downtown the 
place to be this summer!! 

For more information on the Muskegon Main Street program, contact Dan at (231) 724-3180 or visit our website (downtownmuskegon.org) 

Adopt a planter program brightens downtown 
On June 3 Main Street teamed up with the Master Gar-
deners of Muskegon County and Main Street business 
and organizations to beautify downtown Muskegon. 
Participants planted annuals and perennials in planters 
located on Third St. and Western Ave. Debbie Jensen 
of Master Gardeners came up with the planter design 
and downtown employees volunteered their time to 
make this project a success. The planters will bring 
beauty and continuity to the downtown Muskegon 
streetscape for years to come.  


